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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Final Office Action in response to the communication received 
on June 1 3, 2009. Claims 1 , 1 6-18, 23 and 29 have been amended. Claim 6 has been 
canceled. Claim 30 has been added. Claims 1-5 and 7-30 are now pending in this 
application. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The amendments to claims 1,16-1 8, 23 and 29 and addition of claim 30 are 
acknowledged. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments on pages 9-1 1 of the Remarks with respect to claims 1 -1 6 
and 23-28 being rejected by Jokinen have been fully considered, but are not 
persuasive. 

In the Remarks, Applicant argues that Jokinen does not teach the newly added 
limitation to claims 1,16 and 23 of "using information contained in the signal..." 

In response to this argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. First, Jokinen 
teaches that the mobile devices may communicate with the mobile network via bi- 
directional links (col. 5, lines 10-14), which means that the mobile devices may both 
send and receive signals. Second, the system of Jokinen discusses several ways in 
which the mobile devices are tracked through the mobile network including using GPS, 
a cell identification system, and/or a system that can identify coordinates of the mobile 
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device using location information of a short range network node (col. 5, lines 22-32). In 
all of these instances, a signal providing some identification information of the mobile 
device must be sent from the mobile device. That the locations may be stored in 
databases is irrelevant as the location of the mobile devices is received via signals from 
the mobile devices. This, in turn, allows advertisers to send advertisements to users to 
their mobile devices in real-time when they are in the vicinity of particular locations (col. 
14, lines 27-34). 

Accordingly, Examiner respectfully submits that Jokinen does teach "receiving a 
signal from the detected device and detecting a device profile corresponding to the 
device using the information contained in the signal." 

Applicant's arguments on pages 11-12 of the Remarks with respect to claims 17- 
22 and 29 being rejected by Nemirofsky and Huemoeller are moot in view of the new 
grounds of rejections provided below, which have been necessitated by the 
amendments. 

Examiner further notes that she is a new examiner to the instant application. An 
updated search uncovered new art for claims 17-22 and 29-30. Therefore, a new 
reference is being applied to claims 17-22 and 29-30. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5, 7-16 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Jokinen et al. U.S. Pat. No. 7,343,317 (hereinafter Jokinen). 

As per claim 1 , Jokinen discloses a method comprising: 

detecting a device capable of receiving and transmitting an electronic message 
(Summary of Invention; abstract; col. 14, lines 6-25; col. 5, lines 10-14 and 18-30); 

searching for a plurality of promotions stored in a storage module (col. 6, lines 
50-54); 

receiving a signal from the detected device (col. 5, lines 22-32; There are several 
ways in which the mobile devices are tracked through the mobile network including 
using GPS, a cell identification system, and/or a system that can identify coordinates of 
the mobile device using location information of a short range network node. In all of 
these instances, a signal providing some identification information (in addition to 
location) of the mobile device must be sent from the mobile device.) and detecting a 
device profile corresponding to the device using information contained in the signal 
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(item 96 in Figure 3A; col. 5, lines 41-61; The signal from the mobile device is then used 
to determine the profile of the mobile device.); 

selecting a particular promotion from the plurality of promotions based on the 
preference for the product or the service (col. 5, lines 53-61; col. 5, lines 41-55; col. 6, 
lines 3-6; col. 6, lines 51-55) and the geographical boundary associated with the device 
profile (col. 5, lines 33-38); 

As per claim 2, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 further 
comprising detecting the location of the device using the global positioning system (col. 
5, lines 22-38; abstract). 

As per claim 3, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 2 
wherein the geographical boundary is relative to the current location of the device (col. 
5, lines 22-38). 

As per claim 4, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 
wherein in the step of selecting a particular promotion, the particular promotion is 
selected based on the valid hours of availability (col. 7, lines 40-48, col. 8, lines 16-25). 

As per claim 5, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 
wherein in the step of searching for a plurality of promotions, each of the plurality of 
promotions includes an electronic coupon (col. 6, lines 3-6). 

As per claim 7, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 further 
comprising detecting a promotion profile for each of the plurality of promotions (col. 8, 
lines 16-20). 
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As per claim 8, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 7 
wherein the promotion profile for each of the plurality of promotions includes location 
information (col. 5, lines 33-38, col. 7, lines 40-48). 

As per claim 9, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 7 
wherein the promotion profile for each of the plurality of promotions includes a 
description of offerings (col. 6, line 19). 

As per claim 10, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 7 
wherein the promotion profile includes days and time of validity for each of the plurality 
of promotions (col. 8, lines 16-31, col. 11, lines 1-26). 

As per claim 1 1 , Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 7 
wherein selecting the particular promotion is based on the promotion profile for each of 
the plurality of promotions (col. 8, lines 47-51). 

As per claim 12, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 
further comprising displaying the particular promotion on the device (abstract). 

As per claim 13, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 
wherein the particular promotion displayed on the device includes a location field (col. 
13, lines 30-32, col. 13, lines 42-54) a type of product or service field, (col. 13, lines 27- 
28) an hours of availability field (Fig. 5, place order before 8 P.M., expiration time, col. 
12, lines 46-52, col. 7, lines 40-49) and contact information field (col. 13, lines 25-28, 
Fig. 10, B-Burger, the name of the store on the electronic coupon is read as contact 
information). 
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As per claim 14, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 
wherein the device is associated with a particular user (col. 9, lines 45-49) and has 
attributes that include a device attribute, (col. 4, lines 48-60, col. 7, lines 4-30) a user 
identity attribute, (col. 5, lines 53-61) a geographic boundary attribute (col. 5, lines 33- 
38) and a product or service attribute (col. 5, lines 53-61). 

As per claim Claim 15, Jokinen further discloses the method according to claim 1 
wherein the device is associated with multiple users (col. 9, lines 20-41) and has 
attributes that include a device attribute, (col. 4, lines 48-60, col. 7, lines 4-30) a plurality 
of user identity attributes, (col. 5, lines 53-61 ) a geographic boundary attribute (col. 5, 
lines 33-38) and a product or service attribute (col. 5, lines 53-61). 

As per claim 16, Jokinen discloses the computer-readable medium for 
implementing the method of claim 1 (see discussion of claim 1 ). 

As per claim 23, Jokinen discloses a system, comprising: 

detecting a device associated with a user; (col. 14, lines 6-25; col. 5, lines 18-30) 

storing a device record containing user information associated with the user and 
a promotion record containing promotion information associated with a promotion; and 
(col. 5, lines 39-43; col. 6, lines 18-20) 

receiving a signal from the device containing information (col. 5, lines 22-32; 
There are several ways in which the mobile devices are tracked through the mobile 
network including using GPS, a cell identification system, and/or a system that can 
identify coordinates of the mobile device using location information of a short range 
network node. In all of these instances, a signal providing some identification 
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information (in addition to location) of the mobile device must be sent from the mobile 
device.) and retrieving the user profile information using the information (item 96 in 
Figure 3A; col. 5, lines 41-61; The signal from the mobile device is then used to 
determine the profile of the mobile device.); 

selecting a particular promotion based on the user information that includes a 
preference for a product or a service (col. 5, lines 53-61 , col. 5, lines 41-55, col. 6, lines 
3-6, col. 6, lines 51-55) and a geographical boundary associated with the device, (col. 5, 
lines 33-38) and the promotion information (col. 8, lines 48-51, claim 11). 

As per claim 24, Jokinen further discloses the computer-readable medium 
according to claim 23 wherein the geographical boundary is relative to the current 
location of the device (col. 5, lines 22-38). 

As per claim 25, Jokinen further discloses the system according to claim 23 
wherein the current location of the device is determined using a global positioning 
system (col. 5, lines 22-38; abstract). 

As per claim 26, Jokinen further discloses the system according to claim 23 
wherein the particular promotion selected by the promotion selection module includes 
an electronic coupon (abstract; col. 6, lines 3-6). 

As per claim 27, Jokinen further discloses the system according to claim 23 
wherein the promotion information includes a time and data validity (col. 8, lines 16-31; 
col. 11, lines 1-26). 
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As per claim 28, Jokinen further discloses the system according to claim 23 
wherein the promotion information includes location information (col. 5, lines 33-38; col. 
7, lines 40-48). 



6. Claims 17-22 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a,e) as being 
anticipated by Baranowski et al. U.S. Pub. No.2003/01 95833. 

As per claim 17, Baranowski discloses a method comprising: 

detecting a plurality of devices capable of receiving and transmitting an electronic 
message (paragraph 12; Figure 1); 

detecting a jointly scheduled meeting stored on at least one of the plurality of 
devices, wherein the scheduled meeting is among participants including at least one 
participant associated with the at least one of the plurality of devices (paragraphs 10, 
84, 87; An attendee may manage jointly scheduled meetings via the portable device, 
where the scheduled meetings are among participants of a tradeshow.); 

receiving a location parameter from the at least one of the plurality of devices for 
the scheduled meeting (paragraph 52; Time and location for the scheduled 
meeting/event may be managed by the attendee via the portable device.); 

searching for a plurality of promotions stored in a storage module (paragraph 62; 
The controller searches and selects the advertisements to be displayed.); and 
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selecting a particular promotion from the plurality of promotions based on the 
location parameter (paragraph 12; Advertisements may be displayed to attendees 
according to their schedules and locations.). 

As per claim 18, Baranowski further discloses the method according to claim 17 
wherein selecting the particular promotion is further based on a time of the meeting 
(paragraph 12; Advertisements may be displayed to attendees according to their 
schedules and locations.). 

As per claim 19, Baranowski further discloses the method according to claim 17 
wherein selecting the particular promotion further comprises matching the location 
parameter with the particular promotion such that the particular promotion is utilized at 
the location (paragraphs 29, 62; An advertisement may be displayed to an attendee that 
allows the attendee to purchase a product, thereby utilizing the advertisement.). 

As per claim 20, Baranowski discloses the method according to claim 17 wherein 
selecting the particular promotion further comprises matching the location parameter 
with the particular promotion such that the particular promotion is utilized at a competing 
location (paragraphs 29, 62; An advertisement may be displayed to an attendee that 
allows the attendee to purchase a product, thereby utilizing the advertisement. The 
advertisement may be viewed at a specified location within the tradeshow, where the 
different locations within the tradeshow can have a broadest reasonable interpretation 
of competing exhibitors.). 

As per claim 21 , Baranowski discloses the method according to claim 17 wherein 
selecting the particular promotion further comprises matching the location with the 
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particular promotion such that the particular promotion is utilized at a location unrelated 
to a location associated with the scheduled meeting (paragraphs 29, 62; An 
advertisement may be displayed to an attendee that allows the attendee to purchase a 
product, thereby utilizing the advertisement. The advertisement may be viewed at any 
specified location within the tradeshow, where the different locations within the 
tradeshow may be considered unrelated as they represent different exhibitors/vendors.). 

With respect to claims 19-21 , Examiner submits that the label associated with the 
location (e.g., the location being a competing location or an unrelated location) is not 
given much patentable weight as the label of the location does not impact the 
manipulative steps of the method. In other words, that the location is a competing or 
unrelated one does not affect how the promotion is utilized. 

As per claim 22, Baranowski further discloses the method according to claim 17 
further comprising detecting a current location for each of the plurality of devices 
(paragraphs 27, 35, 53-54; The attendee may view his current location on a map as well 
as the location of other attendees.). 

As per claim 29, Baranowski discloses the computer-readable medium for 
implementing the method of claim 17 (see discussion of claim 17). 

As per claim 30, Baranowski discloses the method according to claim 17, 
wherein the scheduled meeting is scheduled using the portable device's calendar 
function (paragraphs 49, 85-87; Attendees may modify their schedules via the portable 
device.). 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Peskin et al. U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0046304 discusses an event-based 
appointment scheduling system; 

• Currans U.S. Pat. No. 6,727,930 discusses displaying ads on PDAs; 

• Richton U.S. Pat. No. 6,650,902 discusses location-based advertising delivered 
to mobile units. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Weinhardt can be reached on 571-272-6633. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. Michelle Tarae/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



December 2, 2009 



